
APWorld History Information & FAQ

Course Description
In this course students will investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and processes
from 1200 to the present. Students develop and use the same skills, practices andmethods
employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing historical arguments;
making historical connections; and utilizing reasoning about comparison, causation, and continuity
and change over time. The course provides six themes that students explore throughout the course
in order to make connections among historical developments in different times and places: humans
and the environment, cultural developments and interactions, governance, economic systems,
social interactions and organization, and technology and innovation.

Prerequisites/Comments
10th grade standing. Informed enrollment. Recommended grades: minimum of a “B” in English 1
Honors or an “A” in English 1. Contract required. An AP examwill be administered in May (at a cost)
and is required of all underclass students enrolled in this course. AP designation on transcript is
given only to students who complete the entire course. Summer reading is required. UC/CSU Area
A.

FAQ

What does the homework load look like?
There is homework almost every night. For the most part, homework involves textbook reading and
studying for in-class assessments. What does that mean?

Textbook Reading: ~10-15 textbook pages per class period. The textbook is of college reading level.
You will need to read actively to digest the material; that means highlighting and annotating.
Successful students also read… and reread … and reread the book in order to fully digest the
material.



Here is what a typical textbook page looks like:

Students have reported howmuch time they spend on average doing a night of HW reading:



Studying and In-Class Assessments: There is an assessment at the end of each chapter, every ~5
class periods. Each assessment has two parts: 15 multiple choice questions (MCQ) and one of three
AP-style writing assessments (LEQ, SAQ, or DBQ - long essay, short answer, or document-based
essay). Doing well on these requires a large amount of content comprehension andmemorization,
with a great deal of time preparing outside of class. Here is a pacing calendar from Fall 2023:

M T W Th Fr

Aug 14-18 Day 0 - Day 1 - Intro / Ch. 1 Summer Review

Aug 21-25 Day 2 - Ch. 1 Summer Review Day 3 Day 4 (B)

Aug 28-Sept 1 Day 4 (G) Day 5 Day 6

Sept 4-8 No School Day 7 - Ch2 MCQ & LEQ #1 Day 8

Sept 11-15 Day 9 - Day 10 Day 11 (B)

Sept 18-22 Day 11 (G) Day 12 - Ch3 MCQ + SAQ #1 Day 13

Sept 25-29 Day 14 COLLAB - Flex Day 15 *6 Weeks*

Oct 2-6 Day 16 - Ch4 MCQ + LEQ #2 Day 17 - No School

Oct 9-13 Day 18 -Midterm #1 (Ch2-4 MCQ Retake) PSAT Day Day 19

Oct 16-20 COLLAB - Flex Day 20 Day 21

Oct 23-27 Day 22 Day 23 - Ch5 MCQ + SAQ #2 PLAY DAY

Oct 30-Nov 3 COLLAB - Flex Day 24 Day 25

Nov 6-10 Day 26 Day 27 Day 28 (B) - Ch6
MCQ + LEQ #3

Nov 13-17 Day 28 (G) - Ch6
MCQ + LEQ #3

Day 29 Day 30

Nov 20-24 Day 31 - No School No School No School

Nov 27-Dec 1 Day 32 Day 33 - Ch7 MCQ + SAQ #3 Day 34 (B)

Dec 4-8 Day 34 (G) Day 35 Day 36 - LEQ #4

Dec 11-15 Day 37 - Day 38 Special Collab

Dec 18-22 FINAL EXAMS - Midterm #2 (Ch5-7 MCQ Retake) + Ch8 MCQ No School No School

*The fall semester covers Ch. 1-8 in the textbook (1200-1750 + somematerial into the 19th century). Color coding
indicates time devoted to each chapter. For example, Days 3-7 (in purple) address Ch. 2, and Days 8-12 (in mauve)
are for Ch. 3.



Students have reported howmuch time they spend on average studying for an assessment
(meaning a single chapter MCQ + LEQ, SAQ, or DBQ):

Howwill I be graded?
85% of the course grade is based on four AP-style assessments:

Assessment Type Description % of Grade

Multiple Choice
Questions (MCQs)

AP-style MCQs are crafted around sources (primary,
secondary, visual, graphs). Answering the questions requires
you to make sense of the source in combination with your
history content knowledge. There is an MCQ exam at the end
of each chapter.

35%

Long Essay
Questions (LEQs)

You have 40minutes to craft an argumentative essay in
response to a prompt. We focus on this in the fall semester.
There are 4 graded LEQs in S1.

35%
(S1 only)

Document-Based
Questions (DBQs)

You are given a prompt and 7 primary source excerpts, and
have 60minutes to craft an argument that relies mostly on the
evidence provided by the documents. We focus on this in the
spring semester. There are 4 graded DBQs in S2.

35%
(S2 only)

Short Answer
Questions (SAQ)

You have 14 minutes to answer 3 short answer questions in
complete sentences. These questions may require you to read
a primary or secondary source as part of the prompt. There
are 3 graded SAQs each semester.

15%

All assessments are given in class, and are timed. Roughly every two weeks there is a multiple
choice question test and either an LEQ, DBQ, or SAQ. Retake opportunities are built into the course
(no retakes outside of class time), as follows:



● Each semester there are 2 midterms that serve as retake opportunities for the multiple
choice questions. Themidterms have entirely new questions on them.

● For the writing assessments (LEQ, DBQ, SAQ), each semester we drop the lowest score in
each category.

What do daily lessons in class look like?
Class time is devoted to deepening understanding portions of the history, as well as learning skills,
such as source analysis and various kinds of writing. Lessons do not walk through every part of the
textbook reading, and they assume that students have done the reading as a foundation for digging
deeper. There is a good deal of small group and large group discussion. Activities require active
participation and engagement.

What skills are needed to succeed in APWorld?
APWorld History is a college level course. The following skills are required for success:
● Reading comprehension. The textbook is college level, and you will be expected to digest a

lot of the material on your own.
● Critical analysis. You will need to apply critical analysis skills to interpret primary and

secondary sources in both textual and visual forms.
● Writing. We will teach you how to write essays using the AP structures, but it is important

that you are already able to write analytically and clearly.
● Studying. Your study methods will definitely improve in this class, and it will take you some

time to figure out how you study best for this kind of course, but it is important that you are
already able (and willing) to take notes and do independent studying of large amounts of
content material.

● Timemanagement. The workload is large, and the pace of the course is rapid. You need to be
able to allocate your time well, especially as you juggle other courses, extracurriculars, work,
family, etc.

How do I know if I am prepared?
One way of answering this question is to consider how students with your profile have performed in
APWorld History. It turns out that freshman English and Biology grades are good indicators of
future performance in APWorld History. Please jump into the placement indicators analysis to learn
why this is the case, and then follow the directions to enter your first semester English and Biology
grades to see how students with your grades fared in APWorld History.

I should take this class if ….
My freshman grades indicate readiness.
*See “How do I know if I am prepared?”
I have the skills that the course requires.
*See “What skills are needed to succeed in APWorld?”
I enjoy rigor and an environment of elevated academic discourse.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10twgM4aCQZeDDZAm5-9jFEf634Txb4XKq4Lrx7g-ahE/edit?usp=sharing


The topic of world history gets me excited to learn.
I enjoy reading (or at a bare minimum, I’m willing to do it).
I have evaluatedmy full schedule (academic and non-academic) for next year, and
determined that I can give this course the attention it requires, without making unhealthy
sacrifices.

I should not take this class if …
History is not interesting to me.
I dislike reading.
I’mmerely doing this to get the GPA bump and/or try to look good for college.
I am doing so just because other people expect me to do so, or because I’m trying to keep up
with others.
My schedule is so overloaded that I won’t have the time required to do this course well.

Who can I ask for more information about the course?
Current and former APWorld students are great resources for the student perspective, if you can
connect with one of them. You are welcome to speak with any of the APWorld History teachers as
well:
● Mr. Herhold (zacharyherhold@sfhs.com, Room 523)
● Mr. Nethercott (cadenethercott@sfhs.com, Room 625)
● Mrs. Shortal (lesleyshortal@sfhs.com, Room 1203)
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