
Science-Honors Qualifying Information: (updated Jan 2024)

Please consider the following in determining whether to request a Science-Honors course, i.e.
chemistry-honors or physics-honors:

● GENERAL INFORMATION: Science-honors courses are challenging courses, especially in the level

of mathematical calculations and/or abstract concepts that students will be expected to handle.

The honors level requires an ability to be an independent learner who is willing to commit extra

time in reading before a class, fully completing homework, reviewing/practicing homework

assignments, studying class notes, and fully preparing for tests. Students may find themselves

spending twice the time normally spent studying for a regular college prep science course and

still earn a grade lower than the college prep-level course. Science-honors teachers are not

expected to give “beyond-the-normal” tutoring outside of class. Students must be proactive in

seeking out academic assistance.

● REQUIREMENTS FOR APPROVAL: Through the honors qualification process, the science

department seeks to approve students into the course level that will allow them for a challenging

yet successful academic experience in high school science. To qualify for a science-honors course,

the science department will give priority placement to students achieving ALL of the following

requirements: 1) a passing grade on the qualifying exam (70% or higher) AND 2) grades of B

(not B-) or higher in current honors science/math courses and A (not A-) or higher in current

regular science/math courses AND 3) current science teacher approval (internal review, no

student action needed) AND 4) overall high GPA. Students should carefully consider the balance

of courses planned before signing up for the honors qualifying exam and/or the honors course; if

a student is assigned a spot in the honors sections, they are expected to accept it OR notify the

science department chair during the scheduling process that they decline the spot.

● QUALIFYING EXAM: All students, regardless of current science class, must complete the

qualifying exam administered by the science department during the last full week of January. To

sign up for an honors qualifying exam, students should look for an email from the science

department chair sent on January 12 OR school announcements on Jan 12-19 and follow the

Google Form link provided to sign up. All students, whether currently in an honors science or not,

must complete this form and take the qualifying exam. There is NO study guide for an

honors-science qualifying exam as it tests the ability to independently handle algebra-based

and/or geometry-based (for physics-honors only) calculations and/or scientific reading

comprehension. Students should get a good night’s sleep before qualifying exam day, eat

breakfast, plan to arrive on time, and bring their own scientific or graphing calculators, pencils,

and student ID number to the exam. Students currently in biology-honors or chemistry-honors

https://forms.gle/oZExfE2WD37RsMuf6


will test in their science class on or around January 23 (teachers will announce the exact date).

Students currently in biology or chemistry will test during collaboration on January 23 with their

current science teacher. This qualifying exam takes precedence over other school collaboration

events or meetings. If a student is absent on their testing date due to an excused absence from

school for the entire day, they must email the science department chair by January 26th to

request a place for the make-up date (collaboration on January 31st in room 1215).

● NOTIFICATION OF APPROVAL: Students will be notified of the approval (or not) into the

requested honors course no later than the day before the scheduling portal opens (by Feb 5,

2024). This notification will come via email from the science department chair. Due to the high

number of students taking the qualifying exam, students will not be allowed to individually

review the exam results. However, students may email the science department chair and/or

speak with their current science teacher to explain an approval decision. Students may appeal

for approval using a link provided in their notification email. Appeals are due the SAME day as

honors contracts (by Feb 23, 2024). If appealing, students should submit the honors contract by

the due date. Appeal decisions will be made only after semester grades are posted in June and

are dependent on openings in current sections. Some students may not be approved until school

starts in August. During scheduling, a student should request only the course for which they have

been approved.

● For all other questions, please email Jennifer Thomas, Science Dept. Chair at

jenniferthomas@sfhs.com


